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Message from the Minister of Education 
The Honourable Ken Krawetz 

 
 
On behalf of the Government of Saskatchewan, I would like to 
welcome you to the First Nations and Métis Education Promising 
Practices Symposium.   
 
Our government is committed to the foundational integration of 
First Nations and Métis education for all Saskatchewan learners.  
In addition, it is important for all Saskatchewan people to 
understand the histories, contributions, and perspectives of First 
Nations and Métis peoples.  Our government has made teaching of 
treaties in K-12 curriculum mandatory in all provincial schools. 
 
This symposium provides the opportunity to share First Nations 
and Métis education promising practices both provincially and 
nationally. 
 
This symposium is timely, as just a few weeks ago, Saskatchewan was recognized across 
Canada as a leader in Aboriginal education by hosting the Council of Ministers of Education, 
Canada (CMEC) Summit on Aboriginal Education. The summit provided the opportunity for a 
national dialogue where we discussed creative ways to eliminate the student achievement gaps 
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal learners. 
 
This symposium is one of many ways the Ministry of Education is continuing the momentum 
of moving forward and advancing First Nations and Métis education for the benefit of all 
learners. 
 
Best wishes for a successful symposium. 
 

 
 
Honourable Ken Krawetz 
Deputy Premier 
Minister of Education 
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Dear Participants,  
 
It is with great pleasure as the Education portfolio holder with the Federation of 
Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN) and the 74 First Nations that we serve in 
Saskatchewan that we welcome you to the First Nations and Métis Education 
Symposium.  This symposium will share common practices in First Nations and Métis 
Education in promoting practices that support improvement for all learners.  
 
We hope this conference will give you insight into educational strategies that you will 
be able to utilize within your respective communities and school districts.   
 
We have a great deal of work that lies ahead of us.  It will take strong partnerships and 
relationships to advance our agenda of improving the educational attainment of the your 
in our communities.   
 
Than you for visiting Treaty six territories and contributing your voice to this 
conference.  I hope each of you will take advantage of this opportunity to learn, make 
new connections, and bring new energy to your own education projects.   
 
Respectfully,  
 

 
Lyle Whitefish  
Fourth Vice Chief  
Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations  
INDIAN GOVERNMENTS OF SASKATCHEWAN  
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March 24, 2009 
 
 
Dear Participants,  
 
It is my pleasure to offer greetings to the participants, presenters and organizers of the 
Promising Practices Symposium on behalf of Métis Nation-Saskatchewan.  The Métis have 
long held that education is an imperative aspect of self determination and are honored to be a 
part of a discussion promoting research, initiatives and strategies that will foster understanding 
of educational issues facing Métis students and their families in our province today.  
 
This symposium provides the opportunity to share First Nations and Métis education promising 
practices both provincially and nationally.  Combine this with the strong research and practice 
of the Gabriel Dumont Institute of Native Studies and Applied Research and you have the basis 
for renewed optimism as we all work together to improve education outcomes for our youth, 
the future and hope for our Métis Nation here in Saskatchewan. 
 
 
 
Enjoy the Symposium 
 
Mërci Cho 
 
 
Robert Doucette, President 
Métis Nation-Saskatchewan 
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Welcome Letter from the Directors of the Aboriginal Learning Knowledge Centre 
 
 
Dear Participants, 
 
On behalf of the Aboriginal Learning Knowledge Centre, we as a sponsor of the First Nations and Métis Education – 
Promising Practices Symposium welcome you to this event in honour of the shared commitment to strengthening 
lifelong learning and outcomes in learning for Aboriginal peoples.   
 
Those in attendance will benefit from the vast array of promising practices in Aboriginal Education which are evident 
across the country, validating the important work being carried out in many schools and communities, and 
showcased for you over the next two days. 
 
The Aboriginal Learning Knowledge Centre is pleased to offer four presentations representing the collective work of 
the Knowledge Centre done in partnership with the Canadian Council on Learning, the Adult Learning Knowledge 
Centre and through the efforts of six Animation Theme Bundle Leads of the ABLKC Consortium who have done 
exceptional work identifying numerous promising practices and research gaps in Aboriginal learning over the past 
three years. 
 
Our sincere thanks are extended to the speakers and presenters who are contributing to this conference; to our 
conference host the First Nations and Métis Education Branch of the Ministry of Education; and to the dedicated staff 
and volunteers who helped make this event possible. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

        
Dr. Marie Battiste,   
Co‐Director of the Aboriginal Learning Knowledge Centre   
and Academic Director of the Aboriginal Education Research Centre 
 

        
Dr. Vivian Ayoungman, 
Co‐Director of the Aboriginal Learning Knowledge Centre 
and Executive Director of the First Nations Adult and Higher Education Consortium 



FNME “Promising Practices” Symposium at a Glance 
 

Tuesday March 31, 
2009 

Event Room 

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Registration  Crush Lobby 
Wednesday April 1, 2009 
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Pipe Ceremony (see protocol) Shakespeare (Elders’ Room)    
7:30 a.m. – 8:30  a.m. Registration   Crush Lobby 
8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Greetings & Keynote-Willie 

Ermine 
Michelangelo Ballroom 

10:00 a.m.- 10:15 a.m. Break  
10:25 a.m. – 11:45 
a.m.    

Breakout Sessions Topic 1:  
Improved Achievement Outcomes 

Various rooms 

11:45 p.m. – 12:45 
p.m.    

Lunch  
Luncheon meeting 

Michelangelo Ballroom 
Verona Boardroom 

12:45 p.m. -1:30 p.m.    Plenary: Canadian Council on 
Learning: Naturalizing 
Indigenous Knowledge in Life-
long Learning (ABLKC) 

Michelangelo Ballroom 
 

1:40 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.     Breakout Sessions Topic 2:  
Infusion of First Nations and Métis 
content, perspectives and ways of 
knowing 

Various Rooms 

3:15 p.m.-  4:10 p.m.     Youth Panel & Closing Michelangelo Ballroom 
5:45 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Banquet  Michelangelo Ballroom 
Thursday April 2, 2009 
8:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.    Opening & Keynote- Kenneth 

Leithwood 
Michelangelo Ballroom 

10:00 a.m. – 10:30 
a.m.      

Break   

10:40 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m. 

Breakout sessions Topic 3:  
Building Capacity with Partners  and 
Learning Circles: Aboriginal Learners 
and Partners 

Various Rooms 

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch  
Luncheon Meeting 

Michelangelo Ballroom 
Verona Boardroom 

1:10 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.     Plenary: Canadian Council on 
Learning: Redefining Success in  
Aboriginal Learning (ABLKC) 

Michelangelo Ballroom 
 

1:55 p.m. – 3: 15 p.m.    Breakout Sessions Topic 4:  
Exploratory Practices 
Initiative in Education 

Various Rooms 

3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.    Break  
3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.     “The Future” Assistant Deputy 

Minister Darren McKee  
Closing 

Michelangelo Ballroom-  
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Keynote Speakers 

 

Willie Ermine                                            

Wi l l i e  E rm ine  i s  f r om t h e  S t u rgeon  Lake  F i r s t  Na t i on  i n  t h e  no r t h  c en t r a l  p a r t  o f  S a ska t chewan .   

H i s  Mas t e r  o f  Educa t i on  t h e s i s  i s  t i t l e d :  A Cr i t i c a l  Exam ina t i on  o f  t h e  E t h i c s  o f  Re s ea r ch  

I n vo l v i ng  I nd i g enou s  Peop l e s  ( 2000 ) .    Wi l l i e  i s  a  f a cu l t y  membe r  w i t h  t h e  F i r s t  Na t i on s  

Un ive r s i t y  o f  Canada  and  l e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f   

Human i t i e s  and  I nd i g enou s  S t ud i e s .  H i s  con t i nu ed  r e s i d ence  and  p a r t i c i p a t i on  i n  t h e  commun i t y  

p rov i d e s  h im  w i t h  t h e  g round i ng  and  p e r spe c t i v e  i n  h i s  du t i e s  a nd  app roach  t o  wo rk  i n  t h e  

ma in s t r e am.  Wi l l i e  h a s  pub l i s h ed  numerou s  a c ad emic  a r t i c l e s  i n c l ud i ng  a  w ide l y - r e ad  a c adem ic  

p ape r  en t i t l e d :  Abor i g i na l  Ep i s t emo lo gy  t h r ough  UBC P r e s s  and  a  p ape r  o n  I nd i g enou s  

know l edge  i n  a  Eu ropean  pub l i c a t i on  en t i t l e d  Sea  Change :  Orkney  and  Nor t h e rn  Eu rope  i n  t h e  

La t e r  I r on  Age  300  –  800  ( 2002 ) .   H i s  p r ima ry  d u t y  a s  an  E t h i c i s t  /  Re s e a r che r  i s  t o  p romo t e  

e t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  o f  r e s e a r ch  i nvo l v i ng  I nd i g enou s  p eop l e s  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

concep t u a l  d eve l opmen t  o f  t h e  ‘ e t h i c a l  s p a ce ’  –  a  t h eo r e t i c a l  s p a c e  b e tween  cu l t u r e s  and  wor l d  

v i ews .  

 

Kenneth Leithwood                                                          

D r .  Le i t hwood  i s  P ro f e s so r  o f  Educa t i ona l  L eade r sh i p  and  Po l i c y  a t  O ISE /Un ive r s i t y  o f  

To ron t o .  H i s  r e s e a r ch  and  wr i t i ng  conce rn s  s choo l  l e ade r sh i p ,  e duca t i ona l  po l i c y  and  

o rgan i z a t i ona l  c h ange .  He  ha s  pub l i s h ed  more  t h an  80  r e f e r e ed  j ou rna l  a r t i c l e s ,  a nd  au t ho r ed  o r  

ed i t e d  more  t h an  t h r e e  d ozen  book s .  Fo r  examp l e ,  h e  i s  t h e  s en i o r  ed i t o r  o f  bo t h  t h e  f i r s t  a nd  

s e cond  I n t e r na t i ona l  Handbook s  on  Educa t i ona l  L eade r sh i p  and  Adm in i s t r a t i on  (K luwer  

Pub l i s h e r s ,  1996 ,  2003 ) .  H i s  mos t  r e c en t  book s  i n c l ude  Di s t r i bu t ed  l e ad e r sh i p :  The  s t a t e - o f -

t h e - s c i ence  ( 2008 ) ,  Leade r sh i p  W i t h  Teache r s ’   Emo t i on s  I n  M ind  ( 2008 ) ,  Mak ing  S choo l s  

Smar t e r  ( 3 r d  e d i t i on ,  2006 )  and  Teach i ng  f o r  Deep  Unde r s t and i ng  ( 2006 ) .  P ro f e s so r  Le i t hwood  

ha s  h ad  ex t en s i v e  expe r i enc e  i n  t h e  d e s i gn ,  imp l emen t a t i on  a nd  eva l u a t i o n  o f  l e ade r sh i p  

d eve l opmen t  p rog r ams .  Among  h i s  c u r r en t  r e s e a r ch  p ro j e c t s  i s  a  l a r g e ,  f i v e - y e a r ,  Wa l l a c e  

Founda t i on  s t udy ,  w i t h  co l l e ague s ,  a imed  a t  d e t e rm in i ng  how s t a t e ,  d i s t r i c t  a nd  s choo l - l e v e l  

l e ade r sh i p  i n f l u ence s  s t uden t  l e a r n i ng .  P ro f e s so r  Le i t hwood  i s  t h e  r e c en t  r e c i p i en t  o f  t h e  

Un ive r s i t y  o f  To ron t o ’ s  Impac t  on  Pub l i c  Po l i c y  awa rd  and  i s  a  Fe l l ow  o f  t h e  Roya l  Soc i e t y  o f  

Canada .   
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Entertainment 

 

 

Saska t chewan  Na t i v e  Thea t r e  Company  (SNTC) ,  i n co rpo r a t ed  i n  J anua ry  1999 ,  i s  a n  awa rd  

w inn i ng  cu l t u r a l  p e r f o rm ing  a r t s  o rg an i z a t i on  and  p ro f e s s i ona l  t r a in ing  c en t r e  l o c a t ed  i n  

Sa ska t oon ,  S a ska t ch ewan .  Wi t h  t h e  gu i d ance  o f  ou r  E l d e r s  and  u s i ng  t h e a t r e  a s  a  commun i t y  

d eve l opmen t  t oo l ,  SNTC i s  p roud  t o  pu t  f a c e s ,  v o i c e s  and  a c t i on  t o  t h e  hope s  and  d r e ams  o f  ou r  

you t h .  

 

SNTC i s  a  cu l t u r a l / a r t s  o rg an i z a t i on  f ounded  w i t h  t h e  unde r s t a nd i ng  t h a t  a r t s  a nd  cu l t u r e  a r e  

i n t e r tw ined  and  a r e  an  i n t eg r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  human  make -up .  SNTC c r e a t e s ,  d eve l op s  and  

p roduce s  ar t i s t i c  p re s en ta t i on s  by  Canad i an  Abo r i g i n a l  a r t i s t s  t h a t  p romo t e  po s i t i v e  image s  o f  

Abo r i g i n a l  p eop l e  and  con t r i bu t e  po s i t i v e l y  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a nd  n a t i ona l  p e r f o rm ing  a r t s  s c ene .   

We  suppo r t  Canada ’ s  t h e a t r e  a r t s  e d uca t i on  commun i t y  by  p rov i d i ng  un i que ,  cu l t u r a l l y  b a s ed  

wor l d - c l a s s  t r a i n i ng .  Commun i t y  and  pro f e s s i ona l  programming  i s  d e l i v e r ed  i n  an  env i r onmen t  

whe r e  Abo r i g i n a l  t a l e n t  a nd  g en i u s  a r e  r e cogn i z ed ,  v a l i d a t ed  and  encou r aged  t o  t h r i v e .  

Gordon  Too too s i s   

Go rdon  i s  a n  i n sp i r a t i ona l  r o l e  mode l  a nd  men t o r  f o r  Abo r i g i n a l  you t h ,  a r t i s t s  a nd  commun i t i e s  

t h r oughou t  No r t h  Amer i c a .   As  an  a c comp l i s h ed  a r t i s t ,  Go rdon  Too t oo s i s  h a s  wo rked  

ex t en s i v e l y  i n  f i lm ,  t h e a t r e  and  t e l ev i s i on .   Commi t t ed  t o  p r e s e rv i ng  h i s  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  cu l t u r e  

t h r ough  t h e  a r t s ,  h e  s e r v e s  a s  a  f ound i ng  boa rd  membe r  o f  t h e  Sa ska t chewan  Na t i v e  Thea t r e  

Company  and  h a s  o f f e r ed  encou r agemen t ,  s uppo r t  a nd  t r a i n i ng  t o  a s p i r i ng  and  eme rg i ng  

Abo r i g i n a l  a r t i s t s .   I n  2 005 ,  He r  Exce l l e n cy  t h e  R igh t  Honou r ab l e  Ad r i e nne  C l a rk son ,  Gove rno r  

Gene r a l  o f  Canada  r e cogn i z ed  Go rdon  Too t oo s i s  a s  a n  i nd iv i dua l  who  ha s  d emons t r a t ed  

exce l l e n c e ,  cou r age  and  excep t i ona l  d ed i c a t i on  t o  s e rv i c e  i n  way s  t h a t  b r i ng  s p ec i a l  c r ed i t  t o  

Canada  by  appo i n t i ng  h im  a s  a  membe r  o f  t h e  O rde r  o f  Canada .   Go rdon  i s  t h e  t h i r d  membe r  o f  

t h e  Too t oo s i s  f am i l y  t o  r e c e i v e  t h i s  hono r  a l ong  w i t h  h i s  l a t e  f a t h e r  J ohn  Too t oo s i s  a nd  h i s  

s i s t e r  J e an  Goodw i l l . 
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Rodo l f o  P ino  Rob l e s  

Rodo l f o  i s  a  Canad i an  mus i c i an  and  compose r  o r i g i n a l l y  f r om La t i n  Amer i c a .  He  p l ay s  t h e  

gu i t a r  a nd  many  s t r i ng  i n s t r umen t s  f r om t h e  r eg i on ,  i n c l ud i ng  ch a r ango ,  qu i n t o  and  cua t r o .  H i s  

mus i c  exp r e s s e s  h i s  m ix ed  ance s t r y  ( Sou t h e rn  Eu ropean  and  I nd i g enou s ) .  He  h a s  p e r f o rmed  

t h roughou t  La t i n  Amer i c a  and  i n  mos t  ma j o r  c i t i e s  o f  Canada .  H i s  compos i t i on s  i n c l ude  

i n c i d en t a l  mus i c  f o r  two  (CTV)  f i lms  and  s eve r a l  s t a ge  p l ay s ,  i n c l ud i ng  a  one -mon th  t ou r i ng  

mus i c a l ,  “Ange l  o f  A l agoa s” ,  i n  J u l y -Augus t  2000 .   

P i no -Rob l e s  tw i c e  won  t h e  f o l k  s ong  compe t i t i on  o f  t h e  Mid -Au tumn  Ch ine s e  Canad i an  You th  

Fe s t i v a l  o f  To ron t o  ( 1984  and  1985 )  w i t h  h i s  e n s emb l e .  He  h a s  p l ayed  w i t h  Nancy  Wh i t e  

(Canada )  an d  r e co rded  w i t h  Lu i s  En r i que  Me j í a  Godoy  and  Grupo  Manco t a l  (N i c a r agua ) ,  a nd  

Compañe ro s  (Canada ) .  Rodo l f o  h a s  a l s o  opened  f o r  r enowned  pe r f o rme r s  s u ch  a s  Pa t r i c i o  

Manns ,  O l i v i a  Oña t e  (Ch i l e ) ,  Dan i e l  V ig l i e t t i  a nd  A l f r edo  Z i t a r r o s a  (Uruguay ) ,  a nd  Dav i d  

Campbe l l  (Guyana -Canada ) .   

He  h a s  p e r f o rmed  f o r  numerou s  human  r i gh t s  e v en t s  a nd  s uppo r t ed  many  f und r a i s e r s  f o r  

i n t e r n a t i ona l  d eve l opmen t  a s s i s t a n c e  and  o t h e r  human i t a r i a n  c au s e s .  He  i s  e ngaged  t o  p l ay  f o r  

conven t i on s ,  c on f e r ence s ,  wedd i ng s ,  f une r a l s  a nd  f am i l y  c e l eb r a t i on s ,  c e r emon i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  

t h e  Sa ska t oon  F r i nge  Fe s t i v a l  a nd  Sa ska t oon  Fo l k f e s t .   

He  r e l e a s ed  h i s  f i r s t  c a s s e t t e  i n  1993  and  r e l e a s ed  h i s  f i r s t  CD i n  2000  on  t h e  l a b e l  Many  

Wor l d s  Mus i c .  The  CD,  A l eg r i a ,  wa s  nomina t ed  a s  Be s t  Abo r i g i n a l  Reco rd i ng  i n  t h e  2001  

P r a i r i e  Mus i c  Award s .  

John  and  V i ck i e  Arcand   

Mét i s  f i dd l i ng  i s  a  s t y l e  on  i t ’ s  own ,  and ,  when  you  t h i nk  o f  t h i s  un i que  cu l t u r a l  mus i c ,  one  

f i dd l e r  s t a nd s  ou t !   J ohn  Arcand  i s  t h e  und i s pu t ed  “Mas t e r  o f  t h e  Mé t i s  F i dd l e” .  

Or i g i n a l l y  f r om t h e  Debden  -  B i g  R ive r  a r e a  o f  S a ska t ch ewan ,  J ohn  now make s  h i s  home  on  

a c r e age  s ou t hwes t  o f  S a ska t oon .  He  s t a r t e d  p l ay i ng  f i dd l e  a t  t h e  age  s i x ,  w i t h  coach i ng  f r om 

h i s  Fa t h e r  and  Grand f a t h e r  and  by  age  twe l v e  h e  wa s  p l ay i ng  f o r  d ance s .  H i s  impecc ab l e  s en s e  

o f  t im ing  and  f l ow ing  r hy t hm comes  f r om l e a rn i ng  t o  wa t ch  t h e  d ance r s  f e e t  a t  t h i s  e a r l y  age  

and  f r om t h i s  h e  d eve l op ed  and  r e f i n ed  a  s t y l e  o f  p l ay i ng  t h a t  h a s  h e l p ed  h im  become  a  l e g end  

i n  t h e  f i dd l e  wo r l d .  Peop l e  o f t e n  r e f e r  t o  h im  a s  t h e  “dan ce r ’ s  cho i c e” !  

J ohn  h a s  made  f ou r t e en  r e co rd i ng s  t o  d a t e ,  a nd  s t i l l  p l a y s  a nd  r e co rd s  t h e  T r ad i t i ona l  Mé t i s  

t une s  o f  h i s  Fa t h e r  and  Grand f a t h e r  a s  we l l  a s  t h o s e  h e  con t i nue s  t o  r e s e a r ch ,  l e a r n  and  p a s s  

on .    He  i s  a l s o  a  p ro l i f i c  wr i t e r  h av i ng  composed  ove r  300  o r i g i n a l  t un e s .   
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Along  w i t h  a  bu sy  p e r f o rm ing  s chedu l e ,  J ohn  i s  a c t i v e  a s  a  g u e s t  a r t i s t  a nd  j udge  a t  f i dd l e  

con t e s t s ,  i s  i n  d emand  a s  an  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  many  f i dd l e  c amps  and  h a s  a  g row ing  l i s t  o f  p r i v a t e  

s t uden t s .  He  and  h i s  w i f e  t r av e l  e x t en s i v e l y  p romo t i ng  t h e  Mé t i s  c u l t u r e  t h r ough  work shop s  and  

p e r f o rmance s  and  do  many  s choo l  a nd  you t h  p r e s en t a t i on s  e a ch  y e a r .   

H i s  p roude s t  a ch i ev emen t s  i n c l ude  b e i ng  s e l e c t ed  a s  one  o f  27  p eop l e  wor l d  w ide  t o  r ep r e s en t  

Wes t e rn  Can ada  a t  t h e  F i dd l e s  o f  t h e  Wor l d  Con f e r ence  i n  Ha l i f a x  i n  1999 .  Be i ng  cho s en  a s  a  

d e l ega t e  i n  an  I r i s h /  Mé t i s  Cu l t u r a l  Exchange  i n  2001  whe r e  h e  p l ayed  f o r  and  me t  t h e  

P r e s i d en t  o f  I r e l and .  And ,  o f  cou r s e  p l ay i ng  f o r  and  mee t i ng  t h e  Queen  a t  t h e  L i eu t e nan t  

Gove rno r ’ s  Cen t enn i a l  Ga l a  i n  S a sk a t oon  i n  2005 .  

H i s  p a s s i on s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e rv a t i on  o f  t h e  Mé t i s  T r ad i t i on s ,  o l d  t im e  f i dd l i n g  and  work  w i t h  you t h  

h ave  b e en  r e cogn i z ed  by  h i s  p e e r s  an d  r e su l t e d  i n  h im  be i ng  h onou r ed  w i t h  a  Nat i ona l  

Abor i g ina l  Ach i evemen t  Award  f o r  Ar t s  and  Cu l ture ,  a nd  a  Li f e t ime  Ach i evemen t  Award  f o r  

h i s  “Ou t s t a nd i ng  Con t r i bu t i on  t o  O ld  T ime  F idd l i ng .”  f r om t h e  Canad i an  Grand  Mas t e r s  i n  

2003 .  I n  2004  h e  wa s  awa rded  t h e  Li f e t ime  Ach i evemen t  Award  i n  t h e  I n augu r a l  L i eu t enan t  

Gove rno r ’ s  S a ska t ch ewan  Ar t s  Award s .  I n  2005  t h e  P rov i n c e  o f  S a ska t ch ewan  honou red  h im  

w i t h  t h e  Saska t chewan  Cen t enn ia l  Meda l ,  a nd  i n  t h e  Sp r i ng  o f  2006  h e  r e c e i v ed  t h e  Cul tura l  

D iver s i t y  and  Race  Re l a t i on s  “L iv ing  i n  Harmony”  Award  f r om t h e  C i t y  o f  S a ska t o on .  I n  

Apr i l  o f  2008 ,  h e  r e c e i v ed  t h e  Order  o f  Canada  –  ou r  coun t r y ’ s  h i ghe s t  c i v i l i a n  hono r .   

To  s e e  J ohn  p e r f o rm  i s  t o  s e e  a  man  s e r i ou s  a bou t  h i s  mus i c  and  i n  h a rmony  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  i s  

good .    F rom p l ay i ng  f o r  t h e  Queen  o f  Eng l a nd  t o  “ j amming”  w i t h  r egu l a r  f o l k  –  J ohn  i s  

h app i e s t  a nd  mos t  a t  home  w i t h  a  f i dd l e  i n  h i s  h and .   
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Promising Practices Symposium Conference 
April 1 and 2, 2009 

 Radisson Hotel 

AGENDA 

Tuesday March 31, 2009  

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Registration – Radisson Hotel  

Wednesday April 1, 2009   

7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Registration – Radisson Hotel (continental breakfast) 

DAY ONE: Wednesday April 1, 2009           

7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.    Pipe Ceremony * participation is voluntary (Shakespeare Room) 
 
Pipe Ceremony Protocol  
Prepared by the First Nations and Métis Education Branch, Saskatchewan 
Ministry of Education 

 
• 4 Elders will be invited, through traditional protocol, to bring their Pipes. 

An Elders’Helper will be invited to organize the Pipe Ceremony. This 
individual is referred to as Oskapewis in Cree, and has extensive training 
with Elders about traditional protocols. The Oskapewis will also provide 
guidance and explanations to participants about the ceremony. 

• Pipe Ceremony will begin at 7:00 am. Traditionally, Pipe Ceremonies are 
held at daybreak, but times may vary depending on the reason for the 
ceremony. 

• A Pipe Ceremony is for everyone to participate in, however, there are 
distinct and different roles for men and women, and these vary from group 
to group. Women offer support and prayers from an outer circle that 
encircles the men, the Elders and the Pipes. Women will not touch the 
Pipe at a Pipe Ceremony led by men. Men, who do not wish to smoke the 
Pipe, will be instructed by the Elders about their participation. 

• Once the Pipe and Stem are joined, the Pipe Ceremony will continue until 
the Pipes are put away. People in attendance are asked not to leave until 
the Pipes are put away. Elders’ Helpers will remind us of this protocol. 

• The Pipe Ceremony is officiated in Anishinabe, Cree and/or Dakota 
languages. Some translations in English may be provided. Participants are 
asked to be part of the Pipe Ceremony by offering their own positive and 
supportive messages and prayers silently. 

• Elders will instruct participants about seating arrangements. Typically the 
men will sit in a circle, they may sit cross-legged. The Pipe is passed sun-
wise. Women may sit in an outer circle. Women do not sit cross-legged, 
but with legs to the side or straight in front. Women must wear a long 
skirt, or bring a blanket or wrap to cover legs. Women may not attend the 
Pipe Ceremony if they are on their moon-time. Additional instructions 
may come from Elders and/or Oskapewis. 
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8:30 a.m. Prayer: Elder (Michelangelo Room) 
MC - Maureen Johns Simpson, Executive Director, First Nations and Métis 
Education Branch 

Darren McKee, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Education   

Vice-Chief Lyle Whitefish, Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations  

Robert Doucette, Métis Nation - Saskatchewan 

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.       Keynote Speaker: Willie Ermine 

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.      Break 

10:25 a.m.  – 11:45 a.m.    Topic 1:  Improved Achievement Outcomes (Breakout sessions) 

Michelangelo Ballroom A 100 Balanced Literacy: A Framework for Success 

Michelangelo Ballroom B 105 Elder in Residence Programming 

Michelangelo Ballroom 130 Saskatchewan Education Indicators Report 

Venice 110 Kihtwam-Student Retention and Re-entry 

Florence 120 Starting from Scratch 

Naples 125 St. Mary Wellness and Education Center   

Rubens 135 Honouring Children and Families  

Picasso 115 Promising Practices Guiding Responsive Systems for Aboriginal 
Learning 

Shakespeare (Elders’ Room) 

11:45 p.m. – 12:45 p.m.  Lunch provided on site (Michelangelo Ballroom)  

Entertainment by Rodolfo Pino-Robles 

12:45 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Canadian Council on Learning: Naturalizing Indigenous Knowledge in Life-
long Learning (ABLKC) (Michelangelo Ballroom) 
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1:40 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Topic 2:  Infusion of First Nations and Métis content, perspectives and ways 
of knowing (Breakout Sessions) 

Michelangelo Ballroom A 155 First Steps Toward Authentic Curriculum 
Integration 

Michelangelo Ballroom B 180 Curriculum Renewal 

Michelangelo Ballroom C 165 Muskoday TIPI Teachings 

Venice 150 Exploring the Cultural Camp Approach in Aboriginal Education 

Florence 170 Circles of Science 

Naples 175 Treaty Education: Office of the Treaty Commissioner 

Picasso 160 Indigenizing the Curriculum for Student Success 

Shakespeare (Elders’ Room) 

3:00 p.m. – 3:25 p.m.  Break 

3:15 p.m.-  4:10 p.m. Youth Panel (Michelangelo Ballroom) 

4:15 p.m.       Closing  

5:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.     Banquet (Entertainment) (Michelangelo Ballroom) 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.   Saskatchewan Native Theatre Company: A Showcase of First Nations and 
Métis Performance utilizing theatre, dance, music and song 
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DAY TWO: April 2, 2009 

8:45 a.m.           Prayer: Elder (Michelangelo Ballroom) 
MC – Ted Amendt, Director of First Nations and Métis Education Branch 

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.       Keynote Speaker: Dr. Kenneth Leithwood 

10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.      Break 

10:40 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.       Topic 3:  Building Capacity with Partners (Breakout sessions)  

 Michelangelo Ballroom A  205 Explore the Unique Role of Schools that are 
working to  Graduate and Hire People of Aboriginal Ancestry 

Michelangelo Ballroom B 215 Punnichy Career Transitions Initiative 

 Michelangelo Ballroom C 220 The Okiciyapi Partnership: Those Working 
Together for  a cause 

Venice 210 Nakota Language and Cultural Program: A Pilot Project 

Florence 230 Visions of the Elders 

 Picasso 225 Toolbox for Success and Learning Circles: Aboriginal Learners 
and Partners 

Shakespeare (Elders’ Room) 

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Lunch provided on site (Entertainment by John and Vicki Arcand)          
(Michelangelo Ballroom) 

1:10 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.         Canadian Council on Learning: Redefining Success in Aboriginal Learning 
(ABLKC) (Michelangelo Ballroom) 
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1:55 p.m. – 3: 15 p.m.         Topic 4:  Exploratory Practices (Breakout Sessions)    

 Michelangelo Ballroom A 265 Culturally Responsive Schools-Placing Culture 
in the     Center 

Michelangelo Ballroom B 260 Standing Tall-A Community Initiative in 
Education 

 Michelangelo Ballroom C 250 A Comparison of Second Level Services: The 
Yorkton Tribal Council and the Provincial School System 

 Venice 275 Stories from School: Celebrating learning from the Success of 
Aboriginal Graduates 

Florence 280 Circles of Voices-Dialogue for First Nations, Inuit and Métis 

Naples 255 Citizens Inspiring Change 

Picasso 270 Reclaiming the Learning Spirit 

 Rubens 285 A Journey Towards Actualization of First Nations and Métis 
Education in Prairie Valley School Division 

Shakespeare (Elders’ Room) 

3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.         Break 

3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.        Assistant Deputy Minister:  Darren McKee 

                                               “Inspiration for the Future” 

4:00 p.m.         Closing  

Prayer- Elder 

 

Please fill out evaluation form. 

 

Have a safe trip home!   
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 Plenary Sessions 

Naturalizing Indigenous Knowledge in Learning 

Narc i s s e  B l ood :  K i ' n ak s a apo 'p ,  I i t s i t s s ko 'pa  i s  r e cogn i z ed  a s  an  Eminen t  S cho l a r  (K .Ph .D. )  by  

Red  Crow Co l l eg e ;  Ryan  Heavy  Head ,  Akáyo ’kak i ,  Coo rd i n a t o r  o f  t h e  Ka i n a i  S t ud i e s  P rog r am 

a t  Red  Crow Commun i t y  Co l l eg e ;  Dr.  Mar i e  Ba t t i s t e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Abo r i g i n a l  Edu ca t i on  

Re s e a r ch  Cen t r e ,  a nd  Co -D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Abo r i g i n a l  Lea rn i ng  Know ledge  Cen t r e  a t  t h e  

Un ive r s i t y  o f  S a ska t chewan ;  Dr.  Leona  Makok i s ,  i s  a  membe r  o f  Kehew in  Cree  Na t i on  and  h a s  

b e en  P r e s i d en t  o f  t h e  B l ue  Qu i l l s  F i r s t  Na t i on s  Co l l ege ;  Vince  S t e inhauer ,  I n s t r u c t o r ,  B l u e  

Qu i l l s  F i r s t  Na t i on s  Co l l ege  

The  Abo r i g i n a l  Lea rn i ng  Know l edge  Cen t r e  h a s  i d en t i f i e d  I n d i g enou s  know l edge  a  p r i o r i t y  i n  

t h e i r  know l edge  exchange  goa l s .  Th i s  s e s s i on  w i l l  s h a r e  wha t  t h ey  h ave  f ound  f r om educa t o r s ,  

c ommun i t i e s ,  a nd  i n s t i t u t i on s  t h a t  a r e  mee t i ng  t h e  cha l l e nge  t o  i n c l ude  I nd i g enou s  know l edge  a s  

a  l e g i t ima t e  and  impo r t an t  f o rm  o f  know ing  and  know l edge  i n  l e a r n i ng .   

Na t u r a l i z i ng  Abo r i g i n a l  know l edge  i s  no t  s imp ly  a cknow l edg i ng  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  bu t  r e a l i z i ng  t h a t  

mode rn  t r en dy  t e rms  l i k e  “ e co - f r i e n d l y” ,  “ env i r onmen t a l l y  awa r e”  b r i ng  u s  b a ck  t o  t h e  

t r ad i t i ona l  i nd i g enou s  r e spe c t  f o r  t h e  l a nd  and  a l l  i t s  i nhab i t a n t s .  Lea rn i n g  f r om and  w i t h  t h e  

l a nd  nou r i s h e s  ou r  r e l a t i on sh i p s  a nd  we l l  b e i ng ,  and  expand s  t h e  po t en t i a l  o f  a n  i nd i v i dua l  o r  a  

g roup  i n  t h e i r  l e a r n i ng  j ou rney .  The  con t i nuance  and  r e - l e a r n i ng  o f  ou r  Abo r i g i n a l  l a nguage s  

l e ad s  u s  t o  a  d e epe r  unde r s t a nd i ng  o f  ou r  ho l i s t i c  way s .  

Th i s  s e s s i on  o f f e r s  p ro t o co l s  a nd  p r i n c i p l e s  gu i d i ng  p rom i s i n g  p r a c t i c e s  and  po l i c i e s  t h a t  a r e  

eme rg i ng  i n  Canada  among  d i v e r s e  educa t i ona l  s y s t ems  and  commun i t i e s  a s  t h ey  b r i ng  

i nd i g enou s  know l edge  t o  t h e  l e a r n i ng  p roce s s e s  and  env i r onmen t s .  The  p r e s en t e r s  w i l l  s h a r e  

how  t h i s  know l edge  i s  u n fo l d i ng  and  b e i ng  an im a t ed  and  h i g h l i gh t  cu r r en t  d eve l opmen t s  i n  

Canad i an  Abo r i g i n a l  a c ademic  r e s e a r ch ,  and  p rom i s i ng  i nnova t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  l e a r n i ng  

i n s t i t u t i on s  and  commun i t i e s .  
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Redefining Success in Aboriginal Learning 

Jarre t t  Laugh l in :  S en i o r  Re s e a r ch  Ana l y s t  Canad i an  Counc i l  on  Lea rn i ng ;  Dr.  V iv i an  

Ayoungman :   Execu t i v e  D i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  Na t i on s  and  Adu l t  H ighe r  Educa t i on  Conso r t i um,  

Ca l g a ry ;  Mar ia  Wi l s on :  S en i o r  P ro j e c t  Coo rd i n a t o r  f o r  I nu i t  Tap i r i i t  Kan a t am i  ( ITK)          

How do  Abor i g i n a l  P eop l e s  v i ew  suc ce s s  i n  l e a rn i ng?  A  commi tm en t  t o  n ew  ways  o f  t h i nk i ng  

abou t  wha t  con s t i t u t e s  l e a rn i ng  s u c c e s s  f o r  Abo r i g i n a l  l e a r n e r s  i s  n e eded .  Ex i s t i ng  d a t a  a r e  

i nh i b i t i ng  e f f o r t s  t o  a c cu r a t e l y  mon i t o r  p rog r e s s  i n  l i f e l ong  l e a r n i ng  f o r  Abo r i g i n a l  

c ommun i t i e s  a c ro s s  Canada  –  t h e  ev i d ence  and  know l edge  n e eded  t o  impac t  change .  

The  Canad i an  Counc i l  o n  Lea rn i ng  (CCL)  and  i t s  Abo r i g i n a l  Lea rn i ng  Knowledge  Cen t r e  h ave  

r e sponded  t o  t h i s  n e ed  by  work i ng  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Abo r i g i n a l  l e a r n i ng  p ro f e s s i ona l s ,  

c ommun i t y  p r a c t i t i one r s ,  r e s e a r ch e r s  a nd  gove rnmen t s  t o  b eg in  d i s cu s s i n g  and  i d en t i f y i ng  t h e  

many  a spe c t s  o f  l i f e l ong  l e a r n i ng  t h a t  c on t r i bu t e  t o  s u c c e s s  f o r  F i r s t  Na t i on s ,  I nu i t  a nd  Mé t i s .  

The  r e su l t  h a s  b e en  t h e  d eve l opmen t  o f  t h r e e  Ho l i s t i c  L i f e l o ng  Lea rn i ng  Mode l s  t h a t  a r e  no t  

on l y  f o s t e r i ng  d i s cu s s i on s  w i t h i n  Abo r i g i n a l  c ommun i t i e s  a r ound  t h e  impo r t ance  o f  l i f e l ong  

l e a rn i ng ,  bu t  p rov i d i ng  a  ho l i s t i c  f r amework  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  commun i t y  p l ann i ng ,  cu r r i c u l um 

de s i gn ,  t e a che r  t r a i n i ng ,  p r o f e s s i ona l  d eve l opmen t  and  p e r f o rmance  mea su r emen t .  

The  p r e s en t e r s  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  how  t h e  ho l i s t i c  l e a r n i ng  mode l s  we r e  d eve l o ped  and  how t h ey  a r e  

b e i ng  u s ed  by  commun i t i e s ,  o r g an i z a t i on s  and  gove rnmen t s  a c ro s s  Canad a .  Cop i e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

Ho l i s t i c  L i f e l ong  Lea rn i ng  Mode l s ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  r e c en t  r epo r t ,  w i l l  b e  d i s t r i bu t ed  t o  

p a r t i c i p an t s .   The  mode l s  a nd  r epo r t  c an  b e  f ound  a t  www.cc l - c c a . c a .  
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 FNME “Promising Practices” Symposium Sessions 

April 1, 2009 (10:25-11:45 a.m.) 

100 Balanced Literacy:  A Framework for Success  

Pr e s e n t e r :  Bobb i  Gray ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Edu ca t i o n ,  K i n i s t i n  S au l t e a ux  F i r s t  Na t i o n ;  a nd  Carro l l  J oy e s ,  
K i n i s t i n  F i r s t  Na t i o n                          

D r .  Anne  B ra i l s f o r d ’ s  Ba l an c ed  L i t e r a c y  P rog r am  i s  a  f r amewo rk  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  

e f f e c t i v e  l i t e r a c y  s t r a t e g i e s  a nd  a pp ro a ch e s  u s i n g  t h e  r e sou r c e s  w i t h i n  a  s c hoo l .   I t  p r ov i d e s  

t e a c h e r s  w i t h  a  s y s t em  f o r  i n - s e r v i c e  a nd  p r o f e s s i on a l  d e v e l o pmen t .   

I n  S a sk a t c h ewan ,  Ca r r y  t h e  Ke t t l e  Nako t a  F i r s t  Na t i o n ’ s  s c hoo l  (N .O .E .C . )  wa s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  

imp l emen t  t h e  p r og r am .    Imp l emen t i n g  Ba l an c ed  L i t e r a c y  a t  K in i s t i n  S au l t e a ux  Na t i o n ,  i n  t h e  f a l l  

o f  2007 ,  h a s  p r ov i d e d  t h e  K i n i s t i n  s t u d en t s  a n d  s t a f f  w i t h  e f f e c t i v e  l i t e r a cy  know l edg e  a nd  

i n s t r u c t i o n .   Th e  p r og r am h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r ow th  i n  s t u d en t s ’  ov e r a l l  w r i t i n g  a nd  r e a d i n g  

a b i l i t y  a nd  t e a c h i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n .   I t  i s  n o t  u n common  t o  s e e  a  1 . 5  g r ad e  l e v e l  i n c r e a s e  t h r o ughou t  

t h e  c ou r s e  o f  t h e  s c hoo l  y e a r .  The  f r amewo rk  i s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  m in im i z i ng  s t ud en t  r emed i a l  n e ed s  

t h r ough  r epo r t e d  c on s i s t e n t  r e s u l t  i n  r e a d i ng  g r ow th .  

Th e  f r amework  i s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p rov i d i n g  a l l  s t u d en t s  [w i t h  o r  w i t h ou t  s o c i o e conom i c  i s s u e s  o r  

l a n gu age  b a r r i e r s ]  w i t h  a  c on s i s t e n t ,  c omp r eh en s i v e  p rog r am  en cou r a g i n g  s u c c e s s  i n  r e ad i n g  a nd  

w r i t i n g .  The  p r og r am  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  New  Zea l a nd  (Mao r i )  whe r e  g u i d e d  r e a d i n g  g r oup s  a r e  s t i l l  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  u s e d  b a s e d  on  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  n e e d s .   Th i s  f r amewo rk  r e c ogn i z e s  t h e  d i v e r s e  n e e d s  o f  

e v e r y  s t u d en t  i n  t e rms  o f  t h e i r  i n d e pend en t  d e v e l o pmen t a l  l e v e l  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e i r  p e r s on a l  

k now le dg e  abou t  t h e  wo r l d  i n  wh i c h  t h e y  l i v e .  

105 Elder in Res idence Programming:  Changing the Face  of  Regina Publ ic  

Schools  

Pr e s e n t e r :  Ca lv i n  Rac e t t e ,  Coo rd i n a t o r ,  R eg i n a  Pub l i c  S c hoo l  D i v i s i on  

The  E ld e r  i n  Re s i d en c e  p r og r am  b eg an  a t  t h e  s choo l  l e v e l  i n  a n  a t t emp t  t o  b e g i n  t o  i n f u s e  F i r s t  

Na t i o n s  a nd  Mé t i s  p h i l o sophy  i n t o  t h e  c l a s s r ooms .  Th e  u n i qu e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  E ld e r s  c r e a t e d  a  

h uge  d emand  f r om  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  commun i t y  f o r  t h e  E l d e r s  t o  p l a y  a  l a r g e r  r o l e  i n  t h e  e d uc a t i o n  

o f  c h i l d r e n .  Th e  p r og r am expand ed  f r om  8  s choo l s ,  t o  21  and  t h e n  t o  30 .  Th e  know l e dge  t h a t  h a s  

b e en  s h a r e d  h a s  f o r e v e r  c h ang ed  t h e  way  t h a t  R eg i n a  Pub l i c  S choo l s  d e l i v e r  t h e  c u r r i c u l um  o f  t h e  

p r ov i n c e .  We  w i l l  s h a r e  a  b r i e f  o v e rv i ew  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  a t t a c h ed  t o  t h e  E l d e r ’ s  

p r og r am  a s  we l l .  
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110 Kihtwam -  Student  Retent ion & Re-entry Program Research Study  

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Corr in e  Ho f fman  a n d  Kih twam Commi t t e e  Member s  (TBD)  

S choo l  D iv i s i o n /F i r s t  Na t i o n  &  Mé t i s  P a r t n e r s / I n s t i t u t i o n :  P r a i r i e  S p i r i t  S choo l  D i v i s i on ,  

M i s t awa s i s  F i r s t  Na t i o n ,  Musk eg  Lak e  C r e e  Na t i o n ,  B e a r dy ’ s  &  Okema s i s  W i l l ow  C r e e  Na t i o n  

K i h twam  i s  a  mu l t i - f a c e t e d  p r og r am  fo r  d i s e ng aged  y ou t h  f r om  ag e s  1 4  t o  21 .   A  r e s e a r ch  g r an t  

f r om  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  F ed e r a l  I n t e r l o c u t o r  (OF I )  a n d  S a sk a t c h ewan  M in i s t r y  o f  Educ a t i o n  p r ov i d e d  

t h e  oppo r t u n i t y  t o  c o l l e c t  o f  a  w i d e  r ang e  o f  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  p e r c e p t i on s  a b ou t  e du c a t i o n  a nd  wo rk  

p r og r ams  d e s i g n ed  mee t  t h e  n e ed s  o f  y ou t h  and  y oung  a du l t s .   Th e  r e su l t s  o f  t h e  s t udy  h e l p e d  t o  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s t u d en t  e ng ag emen t  a nd  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  d e t e rm i n e  

s u c c e s s e s  o f  Kih twam  P rog ram  a n d  make  f u t u r e  r e c ommenda t i o n s .   Th i s  q u a l i t a t i v e  s t u dy  c a p t u r e d  

t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  y ou t h ,  a s  we l l  a s  f am i l i e s ,  c ommun i t i e s ,  a nd  t h e  b u s i n e s s  s e c t o r .    

115 Promis ing Pract ices  Guiding Responsive Systems for Aborig inal  Learning  

Ted  Amend t ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  F i r s t  Na t i on s  a nd  Mé t i s  Edu ca t i o n ;  Sake j  Hende r s on :  Jame s  [S áké j ]  

Youngb l ood  Hender son ,  I . P .C . ,  Re s e a r c h  D i r e c t o r ,  Na t i v e  Law  Cen t r e  o f  Can ad a ,  Co l l e g e  o f  L aw ;  

Debora  S impson ,  3 0  y e a r s  e xp e r i e n c e  l i v i n g  an d  wo rk i n g  i n  Nunavu t  a nd  t h e  No r t hwe s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  

i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  e du ca t i o n  a nd  h uman  r e s ou r c e  d ev e l o pmen t  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  e xp e r t i s e  i n  p ro j e c t  

manag emen t ,  c u r r i c u l um  d ev e l o pmen t  a nd  f a c i l i t a t i o n .  

An  e s s e n t i a l  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  a d eq ua cy  o f  a ny  s t r u c t u r e d  l e a rn i n g  s y s t em  i s  i t s  

r e s p on s i v en e s s  t o  t h e  n e ed s  and  g o a l s  o f  I n d i g enou s  l e a r n e r s  a nd  a ny  ev a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  s y s t em  h a s  

t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  p u rpo s e ( s )  o f  t h e  s y s t em .  F i r s t  Na t i o n s ,  Mé t i s  a n d  I n u i t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

e duc a t i o n a l  s y s t ems  i n  Can ada  f r om  e a r l y  l e a r n i ng  t o  p o s t - s e cond a r y  a nd  i n  ‘ n on - f o rma l ’  c ommun i t y  

s e t t i n g s .  Re con c i l i n g  Can ad i a n  e du c a t i o n  s y s t ems  w i t h  Abo r i g i n a l  p e op l e s ’  r i g h t s  t o  e du c a t i o n  i s  t o  

mak e  a  t r a n s f o rm i ng  a nd  c a p a c i t y - enhan c i ng  p l a c e  f o r  Abo r i g i n a l  s t u d en t s .   Th i s  s e s s i o n  s e e k s  t o  

s h a r e  c u r r e n t  p r om i s i ng  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  h a v e  g e n e r a t e d  s u c c e s s f u l  o u t comes  f o r  Abo r i g i n a l  l e a r n e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f :  

 gove r n an c e ,  p o l i c y ,  c u r r i c u l a ,  a n d  a s s e s smen t ,  

 t h e  r o l e  a nd  p r a c t i c e s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a nd  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a nd  

 t h e  a pp l i c a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  t e c hno l og i c a l  i n nov a t i on s  wh i c h  a r e  a n  a sp e c t  o f  mode r n  

a pp r o a ch e s  t o  l e a r n i n g .  
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120 Start ing from Scratch 

Pr e s e n t e r :  Dean  Shar e sk i :  D i g i t a l  Le a r n i n g  Con su l t a n t ;  Ca t a l y s t  T e am  Membe r s ,  P r a i r i e  S ou t h  

S c hoo l  D iv i s i o n  

A s  a  n ew  s c hoo l  d i v i s i o n ,  P r a i r i e  S ou t h  S choo l  D iv i s i o n  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  j o u r n ey  f r om  a  d i v i s i o n ,  

w i t h ou t  a  p l a n  o r  s u ppo r t ,  t o  a  s c hoo l  d i v i s i o n  mak i n g  t h e i r  way  t o  mean i ng fu l  c h a ng e .  Though  f a r  

f r om  whe r e  t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e ,  P r a i r i e  Sou t h  h a s  made  s ome  s i gn i f i c a n t  p rog r e s s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  

b u i l d i n g  c a p a c i t y .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  c a t a l y s t  t e am  h a s  b egun  t o  e xp l o r e  r e s ou r c e s  a nd  s h a r e  w i t h  

s t a f f  a nd  s t u d en t s .  Con s i d e r i n g  t h e r e  wa s  l i t t l e  i f  a n y  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  n ew l y  ama lg ama t e d  

d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  wo rk  h a s  b e e n  v a l u a b l e  i n  mov i ng  f o rwa r d .  Th i s  s e s s i o n  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s h a r i n g  o f  

o r g an i z a t i o n a l  c h a nge s  a s  we l l  a s  p e r s on a l  s t o r i e s  t h a t  a r e  eme rg i n g .  We ’d  l o v e  t o  l e ad  a  

c onv e r s a t i o n  a bou t  how  t o  i n voke  mean i n g fu l  c h a ng e .  We  a r e  l e a r n i ng .  

125 St.  Mary Wel lness  and Educat ion Centre 

Pr e s e n t e r :  Darry l  Ba zy l ak ,  P r i n c i p a l  S t .  Ma ry ’ s  S c hoo l ;  Gordon  Mar t e l l ,  S up e r i n t e nd en t ,  G r e a t e r  

S a s k a t o on  Ca t h o l i c  S c hoo l s ;  Dr .  Meh ta r ,  Depa r tmen t  o f  Pa ed i a t r i c s ,  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  S a s k a t c h ewan ;  

a n d  Gary  Beaud in ,  Con su l t a n t  (GSCS)  

The  S t .  Ma ry ’ s  We l l n e s s  a nd  Educ a t i on  Cen t r e  i s  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  2008  P r em i e r ’ s  Boa r d  o f  

Edu ca t i o n  Awa rd  f o r  E x c e l l e n c e  and  I n nova t i on .   Th e  We l l n e s s  a nd  Edu c a t i o n  Cen t r e  emp l oy s  

c ommun i t y  i n vo l v emen t ,  e v i d en c e - b a s e d  s u ppo r t  a n d  p a r t n e r sh i p s  t o  a c h i e v e  p r oven  a nd  s u s t a i n a b l e  

r e s u l t s .    The  S t .  Ma ry ’ s  Cen t r e  o f f e r s ,  t h r ough  r e a l i g nmen t  o f  e x i s t i n g  s e rv i c e s ,  a  c omp r eh en s i v e ,  

i n - d e p t h ,  mode l  t h a t  a dd r e s s e s  t h e  r oo t  i s s u e s  o f  pov e r t y .   The  S t .  Ma ry ’ s  We l l n e s s  a n d  Educ a t i on  

Cen t r e  a dd r e s s e s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  emo t i o n a l ,  p hy s i c a l ,  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  n e e d s  o f  s t u d en t s  a nd  

c ommun i t y  a t  a  l e v e l  unp r e c e den t ed  i n  Can ad a .    

130 Saskatchewan Educat ion Indicators  Report  2008:  Trends in Data on First  

Nat ions and Mét is  s tudents   

Pr e s e n t e r s :  T im Ca l eva l ,  A /D i r e c t o r  o f  A s s e s smen t  f o r  L ea r n i n g ,  M in i s t r y  o f  Edu ca t i o n  a nd  Darren  

McKee ,  As s i s t a n t  Depu t y  M in i s t e r   

Th e  2 008  Sa sk a t c h ewan  Edu ca t i o n  I n d i c a t o r s  Repo r t  p r o v i d e s  d a t a  a nd  i n f o rma t i o n  o n  t h e  P r eK  –  1 2  

e duc a t i o n  s y s t em  wh i c h  gu i d e  p l a nn i ng  f o r  imp rovemen t .  Th i s  y e a r ’ s  r e po r t  p r ov i d e s  a  we a l t h  o f  

i n f o rma t i o n  o n  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  a nd  Mé t i s  s t u d en t s  t h a t  r e v e a l  a  s e r i e s  o f  t r e nd s .  Th i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

w i l l  p r ov i d e  a n  o ppo r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  a nd  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e s e  t r e nd s  a nd  how t h e y  impa c t  t h e  e du c a t i o n  

s y s t em .  
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135 Honouring Chi ldren and Famil ies :  Foundat ional  Bel iefs  for  Qual i ty  Early  

Chi ldhood Educat ion 

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Kathy  Aberne thy ,  S a sk a t c h ewan  M in i s t r y  o f  Educa t i o n  and  Bonn i e  M iha l i c z ,  G r e a t e r  

S a s k a t o on  Ca t h o l i c  S c hoo l s   

Th i s  s e s s i o n  e xp l o r e s  f o u r  f o und a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  q u a l i t y  p r og r amming  f o r  y oung  c h i l d r e n  a nd  

t h e  imp l i c a t i o n s  f o r  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  a nd  Mé t i s  c h i l d r e n ,  f am i l i e s  a nd  c ommun i t i e s .  Th e  p r e s e n t e r s  w i l l  

d i s c u s s  t h e  S a s k a t c h ewan  M in i s t r y  o f  Educ a t i o n ' s  v i s i o n  a nd  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  h i g h  q u a l i t y  p r og r ams  f o r  

p r e s c hoo l  c h i l d r e n ,  p rov i d e  e x amp l e s  f r om  c l a s s r ooms ,  a nd  i l l u s t r a t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  e ng ag emen t  

w i t h  F i r s t  Na t i o n  a nd  Mé t i s  f am i l i e s .  

April 1, 2009 (1:40-3:00 p.m.) 

150 Explor ing the Cultural  Camp Approach in Aborig inal  Educat ion 

Pr e s e n t e r :   Ange l i na  Ween i e ,  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  Un iv e r s i t y  o f  Can ad a                          

Va r i o u s  e du c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h av e  u t i l i z e d  c u l t u r e  c amp s  a s  a  way  t o  t e a c h  s t ud en t s  a b ou t  

t r a d i t i o n a l  k now l edg e .  Th i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  t o  

e xp l o r e  t h e  c u l t u r e  c amp  a pp r o a ch  i n  Abo r i g i n a l  e du c a t i o n .  How  know l edg e  a nd  s k i l l s  g a i n e d  f r om  

t h e  c u l t u r e  c amp  e xp e r i e n c e  a r e  b e i n g  a pp l i e d  t o  t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c e  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d .  

155 First  Steps  Toward Authent ic  Curriculum Integrat ion 

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Cra i g  S ch e l l e nbe rg ,  P r i n c i p a l  o f  S t oba r t  H i gh  S choo l ;  Elde r  Lawrence  Eyahpa i s e ,  Reg  

N i c o l a s ,  Pr i n c i p a l  o f  S t ob a r t  E l emen t a r y ;  a n d  M i cha e l  Cox   

S t o b a r t  Commun i t y  S choo l s / P r a i r i e  Sp i r i t  S c hoo l  D i v i s i on  

I n  t h e  s p r i ng  o f  2008 ,  t h e  S t o b a r t  Commun i t y  S choo l s  i n  Duck  Lak e  emba r k ed  on  an  amb i t i o u s  

p r og r am  t o  a u t h en t i c a l l y  i n t e g r a t e  Abo r i g i n a l  c on t e n t ,  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a nd  way s  o f  k now ing  i n t o  t h e  

c u r r i c u l um .   Th e  e n su i n g  j o u r n ey  h a s  t a k en  u s  i n t o  a  p r o c e s s  t h a t  i s  b o t h  s t r a i g h t - f o rwa r d  a nd  

c omp l e x ,  b o t h  e n e r g i z i n g  a nd  c h a l l e n g i n g .   I n  t h i s  wo rk s hop ,  we  w i l l  s h a r e  wha t  we  h av e  l e a r n ed  

a bou t  s h i f t i n g  p ed agog i c a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  f i n d i n g  t h e  v o i c e  o f  E l d e r s ,  u nd e r s t a nd i n g  t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e  a nd  

d i v e r g en t  wo r l d v i ews ,  a nd  imp rov i ng  l e a r n i n g  ou t come s  f o r  s t u d en t s .   A l t h ough  t h e r e  a r e  s ome t ime s  

a s  many  que s t i o n s  a s  a n swe r s ,  i t  i s  a  j o u r n ey  t h a t  i s  t a k i n g  u s  t o  a  mo r e  h o l i s t i c  mode l .    
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160 Indigeniz ing the Curriculum for Student  Success  

Dr .  He l en  Arms t r ong ,  Facu l t y  o f  Edu c a t i o n ,  B r andon  Un i v e r s i t y ;  Ol i v i a  Murdock ,  Te a che r  S i oux  

Va l l e y  Dako t a  Na t i o n ;  a nd  Roxanne  Barke r ,  B i r d t a i l  S i o ux  F i r s t  Na t i o n .    

B r a ndon  Un iv e r s i t y  i n  P a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  f i v e  F i r s t  Na t i o n  c ommun i t i e s  f r om  Sou t h -we s t e rn  Man i t o b a  

The  p r ima r y  g o a l  o f  ou r  SSHRC/CURA p r o j e c t  e n t i t l e d  Commun i t y  Ba s ed  Abo r i g i n a l  Cu r r i c u l um  

I n i t i a t i v e s :  Imp l emen t a t i o n  and  Eva l ua t i o n  i s  t o  e x am in e  t h e  impa c t  o f  Abo r i g i n a l  c u l t u r a l  

i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  s e l e c t e d  s choo l s  i n  t e rms  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  s c hoo l  a t t e n d an c e ,  a nd  r e t e n t i o n  o f  Abo r i g i n a l  

s t u d en t s .  The  r e s e a r c h  i nvo l v e s  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  b r i ng i n g  Abo r i g i n a l  a r t i s t - e d u c a t o r s  i n t o  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s c hoo l s ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c ogn i t i v e  s k i l l s ,  c u l t u r a l  awa r en e s s ,  p s y cho s o c i a l  

d e v e l o pmen t ,  i d e n t i t y ,  a nd  s e l f - e s t e em  o f  Abo r i g i n a l  s t u d en t s .  Th e  h ypo t h e s e s  i s  t h a t  e x po s u r e  t o  

Abo r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  s c hoo l  w i l l  imp rov e  Abo r i g i n a l  c h i l d r e n ’ s  c u l t u r a l  awa r e n e s s  a nd  i d e n t i t y ,  

a nd  t h a t ,  i n  t u r n ,  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p e r s on a l  r e l e v a n c e  a nd  impo r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s c hoo l ,  wh i ch  t h e n  w i l l  

t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  po s i t i v e  s choo l - r e l a t e d  b e hav i ou r s  a nd  a c h i ev emen t .  Th i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  an  

o v e r v i ew  o f  t h e  p ro j e c t ,  wh i c h  i s  now  i n  i t s  f i f t h  y e a r .   

165 Muskoday TIPI  Teachings 

Sharon  La f l amme ,  P r i n c i p a l  o f  Mu skod ay  S choo l  

When  Muskod ay  F i r s t  Na t i o n  Commun i t y  S choo l  f i r s t  o p en ed  t h e  d oo r s  t h e  s t a f f  wa s  g u i d e d  t owa r d  

t e a c h i n g  a nd  a dd r e s s i ng  t h e  n e ed s  o f  c h a r a c t e r  e duc a t i o n .  Th e  s t a f f  we r e  i n t r o du c ed  a nd  p r ov i d e d  

w i t h  a  c opy  o f  Bu i l d i ng  Mo ra l  I n t e l l i g e n c e :  Th e  S e v e n  E s s en t i a l  V i r t u e s  t h a t  T ea ch  K i d s  t o  Do  t h e  

R i g h t  Th i n g  b y  M i ch e l l e  Bo r b a .  Fo r  f u r t h e r  s uppo r t ,  we  we r e  i n t r o duc ed  t o  t h e  V i r t u e s  P r o j e c t  a n d  

The  HOPE  p ro g r am ,  a s  we l l  a s ,  r e f e r en c e  t o  t h e  S ICC  E l d e r s  c on t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  Deve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  

T IP I  T e a c h i ng s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 980 ’ s .  We  we r e  a l s o  s u ppo r t e d  b y  E l d e r  Ma ry  Le e  an d  h e r  o f f e r i n g s  o f  

t h e  T IP I  g e n e r a l  t e a c h i n g s .   

Th e  s t a f f  r e a c qua i n t e d  t h ems e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t e a c h i n g  c h a r a c t e r  e d uca t i o n  and  d ev e l op i n g  

mo r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r v e s  s e v e r a l  p u r po s e s :  I t  h e l p s  imp rov e  s o c i a l  s k i l l s ,  d e v e l o p s  s t r o ng  i n t e r n a l  

c on t r o l ,  b u i l d s  t h i n k i n g  s k i l l s  f o r  mak i ng  po s i t i v e  c ho i c e s  a nd  t o  s o l v e  p r ob l ems  a nd  u l t ima t e l y  

b u i l d s  s k i l l s  t o  l i v e  a  p o s i t i v e  l i f e - s t y l e .   

Th e  T IP I  T ea ch i ng s  Mode l  s u ppo r t s  Muskod ay  F i r s t  Na t i o n  Commun i t y  S choo l  e f f o r t s  i n  a dd r e s s i ng  

b u l l y i ng  and  d e t e r r i n g  v i o l e n c e  i n  ou r  s c hoo l  c ommun i t y .  I t  i s  a  d a i l y  s t r a t e gy  t h a t  t e a c h e s  a  n ew  

way  t o  b eh ave  w i t h  mo r a l  r e a s on i n g ,  e t i q u e t t e ,  s e l f - c o n t r o l  a nd  empa th y .  U s i n g  t h i s  mode l  h e l p s  

e s t a b l i s h  a nd  ma i n t a i n  a  s u c c e s s f u l ,  s c hoo l -w id e  ch a r a c t e r  e d uca t i o n  p r og r am .  I t  i s  c u l t u r a l l y  

r e l e v an t  a nd  mean i n g fu l  t o  ou r  s t u d en t s .  
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170 Circ les  of  Sc ience 

Pr e s e n t e r :  Yve s  Bou sque t ,  P r i n c i p a l  F a i r h av en  S choo l  

Th e  c onc ep t  o f  C i r c l e s  o f  S c i e n c e  (COS )  b eg an  i n  2 005 .  Na t i o n a l l y  b a s e d ,  i t s  membe r s  wan t  t o  

c r e a t e  t h e  c ond i t i o n s  f o r  s t u d en t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  a nd  Mé t i s  a n c e s t r y ,  t o  d e v e l o p  a nd  

p u r s u e  i n t e r e s t s  i n  s c i e n c e  a nd  ma t h ema t i c s .  S c i e n c e  f a i r s ,  c amp s ,  s c i e n c e  c l u b s  a nd  Know l edg e  

Sh a r i ng  Fa i r s  a r e  s ome  o f  t h e  way s  t o  d e ve l op  s t u d en t s ’  i n t e r e s t  i n  s c i e n c e  a nd  ma th ema t i c s .   

Why  C i r c l e s  o f  S c i e n c e ?  

T r a d i t i o n a l  Way s  o f  L e a r n i n g  a nd  I nd i g enou s  know l e dge  i s  b eg i n n i ng  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  h onou r  o f  i t s  

v a l u e  t o  Can ad i a n  l e a r n i n g  bo t h  i n  a c ad em i c  c ommun i t y  a nd  i n  s c hoo l s .  

Ou r  c u l t u r e  i s  o n c e  ag a i n  t h r i v i n g .   Many  c e r emon i e s  a r e  b e i ng  r e v i v ed  w i t h  t h e  young  

t a k i n g  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  a l ong  w i t h  t h e  e l d e r s…a  n ew  c u l t u r e  h a s  e vo l v e d ,  a  c u l t u r e  wh i ch  h a s  

b l e nd ed  r emnan t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  w i t h  a dop t i o n s  f r om a  n ew  way  o f  l i f e .  P a t  De i t e r  McAr t hu r ,  

P l a i n s  C r e e  Na t i o n  

175 Treaty Educat ion:  Off ice  Of The Treaty Commiss ioner 

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Ken  Hor sman ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Educ a t i on a l  P r og r ams    

A  r e v i ew  o f  wha t  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  Commi s s i o n e r  i s  d o i n g  t o  bu i l d  s c hoo l  s y s t em  c a pa c i t y  t o  

t e a c h  a bou t  t h e  T r e a t i e s  o f  S a s k a t c h ewan .  Empha s i s  w i l l  b e  o n  t h e  T r e a t y  Lea r n i n g  Ne two rk ,  t h e  

T r e a t y  Re s ou r c e  K i t ,  t h e  n ew  ma t e r i a l s  f o r  K - 6  and  t h e  T r e a t y  E s s e n t i a l  L e a r n i n g s .  

180 Curriculum Renewal  

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Gerry  Cra swe l l ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  S c i e n c e  and  Te chno l ogy ,  S a s k a t c h ewan  M in i s t r y  o f  

Edu ca t i o n  

Th i s  s e s s i o n  w i l l  i n t r o du ce  t h e  p h i l o s ophy  o f  t h e  r e n ewed  ou t c ome - b a s e d  c u r r i c u l um  and  p r ov i d e  

p r a c t i c a l  e x amp l e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n f u s i o n  o f  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  a nd  Mé t i s  c on t e n t ,  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  a nd  

way s  o f  know i ng  
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April 2, 2009 (10:40 a.m.-12 p.m.) 

200 Cance l led Sess ion--  Advancing Aborig inal  Inc lus ion through the Use of  E-

Learning Technology in the Aborig inal  Community 

205 Explore the Unique Role  of  Schools  that  are working to Graduate and Hire 

People  of  Aborig inal  Ancestry 

Pr e s e n t e r :  Jam i e  Le ra t ,  S a s k a t c h ewan  S choo l  Boa r d s  A s s oc i a t i o n  

Th i s  s e s s i o n  w i l l  h i g h l i gh t  s ome  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  s c hoo l s  a r e  d o i n g  t o  s t r e ng t h e n  t h e  

s u c c e s s  o f  F i r s t  Na t i o n  a nd  Mé t i s  s t u d en t s .  S c hoo l  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e i r  c u r r en t  a n d  f u t u r e  

n e ed s  t o  a t t r a c t  a nd  r e t a i n  s k i l l e d  a nd  qu a l i f i e d  emp l oy e e s  o f  Abo r i g i n a l  a n c e s t r y  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

Abo r i g i n a l  Emp l oymen t  Dev e l opmen t  P r og r am  fo r  a  r e p r e s en t a t i v e  wo rk f o r c e .  

210 Nakota Language and Cultural  Program: A Pi lot  Projec t  

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Ve lda  We thera l d ,  Supe r in t enden t :   Kev in  Hengen ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  A r co l a  S choo l ;  Armand  

McAr thur ,  E l d e r  o f  Ph ea s a n t  Rump  F i r s t  Na t i on ,  Nako t a  L angu ag e  &  Cu l t u r e  I n s t r u c t o r  

S ou t h  E a s t  Co r n e r s t on e  S .D .  a nd  Ph e a s a n t  Rump  F i r s t  Na t i o n   

A r co l a  S choo l  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Sou t h  E a s t  Co r n e r s t o n e  S choo l  D i v i s i on  i n  Sou t h  E a s t  S a s k a t c h ewan  

a nd  s e r v e s  s t u d en t s  f r om t h e  t own  o f  A r co l a ,  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a  a r ound  A r co l a  a nd  Ph e a s a n t  Rump  F i r s t  

Na t i o n .  App r ox ima t e l y  3 0% o f  t h e  s t ud en t  p opu l a t i o n  o f  A r co l a  s c hoo l  i s  o f  Nako t a  h e r i t a g e .  Th e  

a r e a  i s  r i c h  i n  Nako t a  h i s t o r y .  The r e  a r e  v e r y  f ew  Nako t a  s p e ake r s  l e f t  i n  t h e  wo r l d ,  b u t  Ph e a s a n t  

Rump  F i r s t  Na t i o n  i s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  a n  E l d e r  w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  h i s  k now l edg e  o f  t h e  Nako t a  

l a ngu ag e  a nd  c u l t u r e  w i t h  t h e  s t u d en t s  o f  A r co l a  S choo l .  Th i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  

p a r t n e r s h i p  b e twe en  A r co l a  S choo l  a nd  Ph e a s a n t  Rump  F i r s t  Na t i o n  and  w i l l  o u t l i n e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  

d e ve l o p  a  l a n guag e  a nd  cu l t u r e  p rog r am  ava i l a b l e  t o  a l l  s t u d en t s  f r om  g r a d e s  1  t o  1 0  i n  A r co l a  

S c hoo l .  

215 Punnichy Career Trans i t ion Ini t iat ives:  A Rural  Partnership Model  

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Larry  Bede l ,  Supe r i n t e nd en t  Ho r i z o n  S choo l  D i v i s i o n ;  Ju l i e  Bede l ,  Don  Sang s t e r ,  

F a c i l i t a t o r  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p ;  Albe r t  P i na c i e ,  b o a rd  membe r  f r om Day  S t a r  F i r s t  Na t i o n ;  a nd  I an  

Ke l l n ,  Di r e c t o r  o f  Touchwood  H i l l s  T r i b a l  Counc i l  

On  J anu a ry  21 ,  2008  Ho r i z on  S choo l  D i v i s i o n  # 205  made  g r e a t  s t r i d e s  t owa rd s  i t s  g o a l  o f  t h e  

“pu r s u i t  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p  o ppo r t u n i t i e s  t o  imp rov e  s t u d en t  l e a r n i n g  o u t c ome s”  when  t h e  Punn i c hy  

P a r t n e r s h i p  Ope r a t i n g  Ag r e emen t  wa s  s i g n ed .   S i n c e  t h i s  s i gn i n g  t h e r e  h a s  b e en  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
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work  a c c omp l i s h e d  t o  mak e  t h i s  a g r e emen t  b e come  no t  o n l y  a n  a u t h en t i c  p a r t n e r s h i p  b u t  a l s o  on e  

t h a t  r e s u l t s  i n  p o s i t i v e  c h ang e s  t owa r d s  imp rov ed  s t u d en t  l e a r n i n g .   Th i s  i n i t i a t i v e  w i l l  u t i l i z e  a  

mo r e  h o l i s t i c  a pp ro a ch  t h r ough  a n  e nh an c ed  P r a c t i c a l  a n d  App l i e d  A r t s  p rog r ams  i n  t h e  Sk i l l s  a nd  

T r a i n i n g  a r e a  f o r  no t  on l y  h i gh  s c hoo l  s t u d en t s  a t  P unn i c hy  H igh  Schoo l  ( 97% F i r s t  Na t i o n s )  b u t  

w i l l  a l s o  s e rv e  t h e  n e ed s  o f  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  y ou t h  a t  t h e  c ommun i t y  l e v e l .   

220 The Okic iyapi  Partnership:  “Those Working together for a  Cause” 

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Cor t  Dogn i e z ,  Coo rd i n a t o r  o f  Abo r i g i n a l  Edu c a t i on ;  Va l e r i e  Harpe r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  

Edu ca t i o n ,  S a s k a t o on  T r i b a l  Coun c i l ;  Eve l yn  John s t on ,  V i c e -P r e s i d e n t ,  Cen t r a l  U rb an  Mé t i s  

F ede r a t i o n  I n c o r po r a t e d ,  Pa t r i c i a  Prows e ,  Supe r i n t e nd en t ,  S a s k a t oon  Pub l i c  S c hoo l s ;  Don  Spe id e l ,  

Waok i y e ,  SPSD;  Lor i  McAu l ey ,  p r o j e c t  L e ad e r ,  Ok i c i y ap i  P a r t n e r s h i p ;  J enn i f e r  H ing l e y ,  L e a rn i n g  

Le ade r ,  SPSD;  a nd  Denn i s  E sp eranc e :  Human  Re sou r c e s ,  SPSD  

S a s ka t o on  Pub l i c  S choo l  D i v i s i on ,  S a s k a t oon  T r i b a l  Counc i l ,  a n d  Cen t r a l  U rb an  Mé t i s  Fed e r a t i o n  

I n c o r po r a t e d   

Th e  Ok i c i y a p i  P a r t n e r s h i p  c on s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  o r g an i z a t i o n s :  S a s k a t o on  T r i b a l  Coun c i l ,  S a sk a t oon  

Pub l i c  s c hoo l s ,  a n d  Cen t r a l  U rb an  Mé t i s  F ede r a t i o n  I n c .  Th e  p a r t n e r s h i p  b egan  i n  2 003 ,  i n  r e s pon s e  

t o  r e c ommenda t i o n s  made  b y  t h e  Abo r i g i n a l  c ommun i t y  t o  imp rov e  l e a r n i ng  e xpe r i e n c e s  f o r  F i r s t  

Na t i o n s  a nd  Mé t i s  ( FNM)  s t u d en t s  i n  S a s k a t o on  a nd  s u r r ound i ng  FN  commun i t i e s .  Th e  p r e s e n t e r s  

w i l l  s h a r e  t h e  h i s t o ry  a nd  p r o c e s s  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p  d ev e l o pmen t ,  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  t h e  g o a l  

a r e a s  o f  emp l oymen t ,  c u r r i c u l um  and  c u l t u r a l  p r og r amming ,  l a ngu ag e  d e ve l opmen t ,  a n t i - r a c i sm  

e duc a t i o n ,  c u l t u r a l  r e s pon s i v en e s s ,  s t u d en t  s u c c e s s ,  g ov e r n an c e  s t r u c t u r e  a nd  ch a l l e n g e s  a nd  

s u c c e s s e s  t o  d a t e .  

225 Toolbox for Success  & Learning Circ les :  Aborig inal  Learners  and 

Partners  

Pr e s e n t e r :  Kory  Wi l s on ,  Depa r tmen t  Ch a i r  o f  Abo r i g i n a l  S t ud i e s ,  Lang a r a  Co l l e g e ,       

Van couv e r ,  BC .  

“F r e e dom  t h r ough  Know l e dge” ,  t h e  mo t t o  o f  L anga r a  Co l l e g e ,  i s  t h e  f ound a t i o n  o f  t h e  Too l box  f o r  

S u c c e s s  a nd  Le a r n i ng  C i r c l e s .   Th i s  i n nov a t i v e  Abo r i g i n a l  a p p ro a ch  t o  e du c a t i o n  i s  d e s i g n ed  t o  

e n cou r ag e ,  s u ppo r t ,  f a c i l i t a t e  a nd  en su r e  s u c c e s s  f o r  Abo r i g i n a l  l e a r n e r s .   Th e  Too lb ox  f o r  S uc c e s s  

a nd  Le a rn i n g  C i r c l e s  i s  ho l i s t i c  a pp r o a ch  wh i ch  r equ i r e s  c ommun i t y  e ngagemen t .   I t  i s  p r a c t i c a l ,  

c ommun i t y  s p e c i f i c  a nd  c ommun i t y  d r i v e n .   Th e  Too l s  a nd  C i r c l e s  a r e  c u l t u r a l l y - s e n s i t i v e  a nd  

d ev e l o p ed  w i t h  i n t e g r i t y  i n  c on s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  s t u d en t s  a nd  t h e  c ommun i t y .   
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230 Vis ions of  the  Elders   

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Andrew  Quewezance ,  Cu l t u r a l  Advo ca t e ,  Good  Sp i r i t  S c hoo l  D i v i s i o n ;  Br ian  Mar ion ,  

Cu l t u r a l  Advoc a t e ,  Good  Sp i r i t  S c hoo l  D i v i s i o n ;  Wi l l i am  Wh i t ehawk ,  E l d e r ’ s  He l p e r ,  V i s i o n s  o f  

t h e  E l d e r s  P ro j e c t   

Th i s  i s  a  v i d e o  p r e s e n t a t i o n  s h a r i ng  E l d e r s ’  s t o r i e s  w i t h  t h e  a ud i e n c e  wh i c h  i s  a  DVD comp i l a t i o n  

f r om  t h e  V i s i o n s  o f  t h e  E l d e r s  p r o j e c t  c omp l e t e d  l a s t  s umme r .  Th i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  wou l d  b e  o f  

i n t e r e s t  t o  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Abo r i g i n a l  s t o ry  t e l l i n g .  Th e  p r e s e n t e r s  w i l l  a l s o  s h a r e  i n f o rma t i o n  

a bou t  t h e  f o rma t i o n  o f  t h e  V i s i o n s  o f  t h e  E l d e r s  p ro j e c t  i n  Good  Sp i r i t  S c hoo l  D i v i s i o n ,  wh i c h  

b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  E l d e r s  f r om  t h e  Key ,  Ke e s e ekoo s e  a nd  Co t e  F i r s t  Na t i on s .  

April 2, 2009 (1:55 -3:15 p.m.) 

250 A Comparison of  Second Level  Services:  the Yorkton Tribal  Counci l  and 

the Saskatchewan Provincia l  School  System 

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Larry  S t e e v e s ,  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Reg i n a ;  Don  P inay ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Edu ca t i o n ,  Yo r k t o n  T r i b a l  

Coun c i l ;  Dr .  She i l a  Car r -S t ewar t ,  Co l l e g e  o f  Educ a t i o n ,  Un iv e r s i t y  o f  S a sk a t c h ewan ;  J im  

Mar sha l l ,  Econom i s t  i n  Re s i d e n c e ,  J o hn son  –  Shoy ama  I n s t i t u t e  

S choo l  D iv i s i o n /F i r s t  Na t i o n  &  Mé t i s  P a r t n e r s /  I n s t i t u t i o n :    Yo rk t on  T r i b a l  Counc i l ;  F a cu l t y  o f  

Edu ca t i o n ,  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Reg i n a ;  Co l l e g e  o f  Edu ca t i o n ,  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  S a s k a t c h ewan ;  J o hn s on -

Shoy ama  I n s t i t u t e   

Th i s  s e s s i o n  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  t h e  f o l l ow i ng  i s s u e s :  

1 .  O rg an i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  a nd  s t a f f i n g  f o r  s e c ond  l e v e l  e d uc a t i o n a l  s u ppo r t / p r og r ams  i n  F i r s t  

Na t i o n s  a nd  p r ov i n c i a l  s c hoo l s .  

2 .  D i f f e r en c e s  i n  f u nd i n g  c r i t e r i a  b e twe en  t h e  F i r s t  Na t i on s  a nd  p r ov i n c i a l  s y s t em  i n  S a s k a t c h ewan .  

3 .  Th e  impa c t  o f  s e c ond  l e v e l  e du c a t i o n a l  f u nd i ng  ( p o s i t i v e  &  n eg a t i v e )  o n  s e r v i c e s  f o r  v u l n e r a b l e  

s t u d en t s  g roup s  

Th i s  r e s e a r ch  i s  g i v e s  f o c u s  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f u nd i n g  l e v e l s  a nd  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  two  

e duc a t i o n a l  s c hoo l s  a nd  r e c ommenda t i o n s  f o r  mo re  e qu i t a b l e  s e r v i c e  l e v e l s  b e twe en  t h e  two  

s y s t ems .  

255 Cit izens  Inspir ing Change  

Pre s en t e r :  Sh e e l ah  McLean ,  t e a c h e r  and  B ed fo rd  Road  S tud en t s ,  Sa s ka t oon  Pub l i c  S choo l  

D i v i s i on  

 27



Th i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  a n t i -  r a c i s t  a n t i - o pp r e s s i v e  p r a c t i c e s  w i t h i n  a  h i g h  s choo l  c l a s s r oom  

s e t t i n g .  G lob a l  C i t i z e n s h i p  a n a l y z e s  h ow  po l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  a nd  e c onom i c  i s s u e s  a r e  c onn e c t e d  t o  

l o c a l  a n d  g l ob a l  d e c i s i on  mak i ng .  You t h  a r e  g i v en  a n  oppo r t u n i t y  t o  bu i l d  awa r e n e s s ,  a nd  c onne c t  

w i t h  o r g an i z a t i o n s  who  c r e a t e  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  c h an g e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  c ommun i t y  a nd  g l o b a l l y .  Th i s  

p r og r am  u s e s  a n t i - r a c i s t  a n t i - o pp r e s s i v e  c on t e n t  a nd  t e a c h i ng  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  f u r t h e r  ou r  und e r s t a nd i n g  

o f  t h e  c on t empo r a ry  i s s u e s  t h a t  we  f a c e .  

260 Standing Tal l  –  A Community Ini t iat ive  in  Educat ion 

Pr e s e n t e r :  Sharon  Conway ,  Th e  Man i t o b a  Mé t i s  F ede r a t i o n             

S t a nd i n g  Ta l l  i s  a  c ommun i t y - b a s e d  i n i t i a t i v e ,  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  New  Zea l a nd  a nd  wa s  b r ough t  t o  

Can ad a  b y  t h e  Man i t o b a  Mé t i s  F ed e r a t i o n .  The  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  b r i e f  o v e rv i ew  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  C an ad i an  p i l o t  p r o j e c t ,  i t s  g o a l s  a nd  o u t c omes ,  a nd  an  exp l a n a t i o n  o f  h ow  a nd  why  i t  i s  

d i f f e r e n t  f r om  New Ze a l and .  Ne a r i ng  t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r  p i l o t ,  k ey  e l emen t s  a nd  h i g h l i g h t s  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a nd  e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  w i l l  b e  s h a r e d .  Th i s  c ommun i t y - b a s e d  r e s e a r c h  

p r o j e c t  r e qu i r e s  o ngo i n g  a s s e s smen t  w i t h  f r e quen t  r e po r t i n g  du r i n g  t h e  p i l o t  a s  we l l  a s  a n  i n - d ep t h  

a n a l y s i s  a n d  p r og r am  ev a l u a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  imp l emen t  a  p r ov i n c e -w i d e  d e l i v e r y .  

265 Cultural ly  Responsive Schools -Plac ing Culture in the Center 

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Jenn i f e r  H ing l e y ,  L e a r n i ng  Lead e r ;  Don  Spe id e l ,  Waok iy e ,  SPSD;  Cor t  Dogn i e z ,  

Coo rd i n a t o r  o f  FNMI  educ a t i o n ;  a nd  Pa t r i c i a  P rowse ,  Supe r i n t e nd en t  o f  SPSD  

S a s k a t o on  Pub l i c  S choo l  D i v i s i on  

S a s k a t o on  Pub l i c  S choo l s  u t i l i z e d  a c t i o n  a nd  a pp r e c i a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  me t h odo log i e s  t o  g u i d e  t h e  

i n qu i r y  i n t o  t h e  qu e s t i o n s :    Wha t  i s  c u l t u r a l  r e s pon s i v en e s s ?   Wha t  a r e  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  

move  S a sk a t o on  Pub l i c  S c hoo l s  t o  b e come  a  mo r e  c u l t u r a l l y  r e s pon s i v e  s c hoo l  d i v i s i o n ?  A  s t r a t e gy  

u s e d  b y  t h e  r e s e a r ch  t e am  wa s  t o  f o rm  a n  Adv i s o r y  Commi t t e e  t o  s e ek  g u i d an c e  i n  t h e  und e r s t a nd i ng  

o f  c u l t u r a l  r e s pon s i v e n e s s  a nd  t o  r e s p e c t f u l l y  e ng ag e  E l d e r s ,  c u l t u r a l  l e ad e r s ,  s t u d en t s ,  p a r en t s ,  

s t a f f  a nd  commun i t y  membe r s  i n  c o nv e r s a t i o n s  a ro und  t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  c u l t u r a l  s t a nd a r d s  a nd  

gu i d e l i n e s .   Th e  r e s e a r c h  i s  a  r e s u l t  o f  c a p t u r i n g  t h e  w i sdom o f  t h e  Adv i s o r y  Commi t t e e .   Th e  

r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e  s h a r e d  w i t h  wo rk s hop  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a nd  i n c l u d e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  S a s k a t o on  

Pub l i c  S choo l s  i s  mov i ng  i n  t o  b e c ome  mo r e  c u l t u r a l l y  r e s pon s i v e .   

270 Recla iming the Learning Spir i t  

Pr e s e n t e r s :  R i t a  Bouv i e r ,  Coo rd i n a t o r  o f  t h e  Abo r i g i n a l  Le a r n i n g  Know l edge  Cen t r e  b a s e d  a t  t h e  

o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  Un iv e r s i t y  o f  S a sk a t ch ewan ,  Co l l e g e  o f  Edu ca t i on ,  Abo r i g i n a l  Edu ca t i o n  Re s e a r ch  

Cen t r e ;  Ka th l e en  F l anagan ,  Coo r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  Adu l t  L e a r n i n g  Know l edg e  Cen t r e ,  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  
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New B run sw i c k  i n  F r ed e r i c t o n ,  New  Brun sw i ck ;  Genev i e v e  Fox ,  Coo rd i n a t o r  o f  t h e  Abo r i g i n a l  

L e a r n i ng  Know l edg e  Cen t r e  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  Adu l t  a n d  H i ghe r  Edu ca t i o n  Con so r t i um ,  Ca l g a r y ;    

Th i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  p r ov i d e s  a  s y n t h e s i s  o f  i n s i g h t s  eme rg i n g  f r om  an  i n v i t a t i o n a l  r o und t a b l e  t i t l e d  

Rec l a im i ng  t h e  L ea r n i ng  S p i r i t ,  wh i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  S a s k a t oon  i n  Ma r c h  2008 .   The  r ound t a b l e ,  a  

c o l l a bo r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Abo r i g i n a l  Le a r n i n g  Know l e dge  Cen t r e  a n d  t h e  Adu l t  Le a r n i ng  Know l e dge  

Cen t r e ,  wa s  o r g an i z e d  t o  h i g h l i gh t  Abo r i g i n a l  a d u l t  l e a r n e r s ’  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  d i s c u s s  s y s t em i c  

b a r r i e r s ,  a nd  i d e n t i f y  p r om i s i n g  p r a c t i c e s .   Th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  ad d r e s s e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c h ange  w i t h i n  

e d uc a t i o n a l  p r o g r ams ,  a nd  s h a r e s  p r om i s i n g  a p p ro a ch e s  t o  s u ppo r t  Abo r i g i n a l  a du l t  l e a rn e r s  a nd  

t h e i r  c ommun i t i e s  a s  t h e y  r e c l a im  t h e  l e a r n i n g  s p i r i t s  

275 Stor ies  from School :  Celebrat ing and Learning From the Success  of  

Aborig inal  Graduates  

Pr e s e n t e r :  Tracy  Merc r ed i ,  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Can ad a   

A l t h ough  t h e  p e r c en t ag e  o f  Abo r i g i n a l  y ou t h  who  l e a v e  s c hoo l  p r i o r  t o  c omp l e t i o n  i s  d e c l i n i n g ,  i t  

r ema i n s  h i gh e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  non -Abo r i g i n a l  s t u d en t s .  A  t e a c h e r ’ s  j o u r n e y  o f  g a t h e r i ng  and  

i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  s i x  u n i qu e  Abo r i g i n a l  g r a du a t e s  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d .  Th e s e  s i x  s t o r i e s  w i l l  

we ave  t og e t h e r  t o  f o rm  a  g r a nd  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n c l ud i n g  p a r t i c i p an t - g e n e r a t e d  

r e c ommenda t i o n s  f o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  Abo r i g i n a l  s t u d en t s  i n  u r b a n  s e c ond a ry  s c hoo l s .  

280 Circ le  of  Voices -  Dia logue for Firs t  Nat ions,  Inui t  & Mét is  Student  

Success   

P r e s e n t e r :  Joanna  Landry ,  Coo r d i n a t o r ,  R eg i n a  Ca t h o l i c  S c hoo l  D i v i s i o n  

I n  2006 -2007 ,  t h e  Reg i n a  Ca t h o l i c  S choo l  D iv i s i on  c omp l e t e d  a  c omp r eh en s i v e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  

wh i c h  f o cu s ed  on  p a s t  p r a c t i c e s  i n  Abo r i g i n a l  Educ a t i o n .   Th e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  wa s  t o  

p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  F i r s t  Na t i o n s ,  I n u i t  a nd  Mé t i s  e du c a t i o n  w i t h i n  Reg i n a  Ca t h o l i c  

S c hoo l s  a n d  mee t  t h e  n e ed s  o f  a  r a p i d l y  g r ow ing  F i r s t  Na t i o n s ,  I n u i t  a n d  Mé t i s  s t u d en t  p opu l a t i o n .   

D i a l o gu e  g r oup s  we r e  c on s u l t e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  f u t u r e  p l a nn i n g ,  wh i c h  i n  t u r n  l e a d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  a nd  

imp l emen t a t i o n  o f  a  l o ng  t e rm  p l a n  f o r  F i r s t  Na t i on s ,  I n u i t  a n d  Mé t i s  s t u d en t s .   Th e  D i v i s i o n  l ook s  

t o  p r ov i d e  e f f e c t i v e  a nd  e f f i c i e n t  p r om i s i n g  p r a c t i c e s  t o  e n su r e  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  i t s  s t u d en t s  w i t h i n  

Reg i n a  Ca t h o l i c  S c hoo l s .  

285 A Journey towards Actual iz ing First  Nat ions and Mét is  Educat ion in 

Prair ie  Val ley School  Div is ion.  

Pr e s e n t e r s :  Joanne  Cunn ingham ,  Sup e r i n t e nd en t  S choo l  S e r v i c e s ,  P r a i r i e  Va l l e y  S choo l  D i v i s i on ;  

Sharon  McCar thy ,  S c hoo l  S e r v i c e s  Con su l t a n t ,  P r a i r i e  Va l l e y  S choo l  D iv i s i o n ;  Ke l s e y  
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S t a rb l anke t ,  Abo r i g i n a l  Edu ca t i o n  Con su l t a n t ,  P r a i r i e  Va l l e y  S choo l  D iv i s i o n ;  Lor i  Wh i t eman ,  

S up e r i n t e nd en t ,  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  &  Mé t i s  Educ a t i on  B r a n ch ,  M in i s t r y  o f  Edu ca t i o n  

P an e l  P r e s e n t a t i o n :  A  T ime  f o r  S i g n i f i c a n t  L ead e r sh i p  a s  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  b r i ng i n g  F i r s t  Na t i o n s  a nd  

Mé t i s  Edu c a t i o n  t o  a  r u r a l  s c hoo l  d i v i s i o n  w i l l  b e  e xp l o r e d .  Pan e l i s t s  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  t h e  c on t e x t s ,  

p r o c e s s e s ,  s t r a t e g i e s  a nd  p a r t n e r s h i p s  t h a t  h av e  p l a y ed  a  k e y  r o l e  i n  P r a i r i e  Va l l e y ' s  j o u rn ey .  To  

d a t e ,  P r a i r i e  Va l l e y ’ s  c a t a l y s t  l e a d e r sh i p  t e am  ha s  l e d  s c hoo l s  a c r o s s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h r ough  a ud i t s  t o  

s u ppo r t  l e a rn i n g  imp rovemen t  p l a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  Cu l t u r a l  A f f i rma t i o n  and  S choo l  C l ima t e ,  a nd  

Cu r r i c u l um  Ac t u a l i z a t i o n .  Ove r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  t h e  t e am  ha s  l e a r n e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a nd  h a s  r a i s e d  s ome  

c h a l l e n g i ng  q u e s t i o n s ;  wh i c h  h a s  p r omp t e d  a  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Min i s t r y  o f  

Educ a t i o n  a nd  c r i t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  f r i e nd s ,  W i l l i e  E rm in e  a nd  Ken  Le i t hwood .  The r e  w i l l  b e  a n  

o ppo r t u n i t y  f o r  s e s s i o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a nd  d i s cu s s  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  ATFSL j o u rn ey  a s  

we l l  a s  t h e  ATFSL  r e s e a r c h  p ro j e c t  w i t h  t h e  p an e l i s t s .  
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First Nations and Métis Education Branch 
Contact Information  

2nd floor, 2220 College Avenue  
REGINA SK S4P 4V9  

Fax: 306-787-0277  
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Phone: 306-787-6215      Phone: 306-787-7727  
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Phone: 306-787-6304      Phone: 306-787-6684  
Cell: 306-533-1320  
 
Lori Whiteman, Superintendent    Pat Erhardt, Community Education Consultant  
lori.whiteman@gov.sk.ca     patricia.erhardt@gov.sk.ca  
Phone: 306-787-7015      Phone: 306-798-1880 
Cell: 306-533-1319      Cell: 306-530-4597  
 
Michael Gatin, Superintendent    Ron Nowlan, Community Education Consultant  
michael.gatin@gov.sk.ca     ron.nowlan@gov.sk.ca  
Phone: 306-787-6663      Phone: 306-798-1885  
Cell: 306 533-1316      Cell: 306-530-4051  
 
Felice Grainger, Research Officer  
felice.grainger@gov.sk.ca  
Phone: 306-787-6011  
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SASKATOON SK S7K 2H6  
Fax: 306-933-7469  

 
Brenda Green, Superintendent  
brenda.green@gov.sk.ca  
Phone: 306-933-8156  
Cell: 306-291-9942  
 

Patricia Kovacs, Superintendent  
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Phone: 306-933-5031  
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   Appreciation from the First Nations and Métis Education Branch,  
  Saskatchewan Ministry of Education 
 
We walk in beauty when we walk together. Your participation in this First Nations and Métis 
Education Promising Practices Symposium is a demonstration of your commitment to 
establishing positive interdependent relationships dedicated to ensuring that First Nations and 
Métis Education is foundational for all students in Saskatchewan.  
 
Together we can regenerate each other, and activate the stirring within each of us that 
motivates us to build confidence in a brighter future by seizing opportunities and taking care of 
challenges today. We hope that your experience at this symposium will allow you to learn, to 
teach, to reflect and to enjoy. For this we ask you to symbolically come forward and join 
hands to support and lead others in First Nations and Métis Education. 
 
In Saskatchewan, First Nations and Métis Education is foundational across the education 
system. This is reflected through the learning program where we focus on outcomes allowing 
us to learn about, from and with First Nations and Métis peoples. But is doesn’t stop there. It 
is an expectation that school divisions will develop First Nations and Métis education plans 
through the Continuous Improvement Framework. Recognition of the need to build capacity is 
nurtured through the A Time for Significant Leadership professional learning opportunity. In 
addition, we strive to build partnerships that focus on student achievement through meaningful 
involvement of the family and community.  
 
To maintain momentum and support the sharing of ideas, symposium proceedings will be 
posted on the Saskatchewan Ministry of Education website at 
http://www.education.gov.ks.ca/Promising-Practices-April-2009 
 
On behalf of the First Nations and Métis Education Branch, Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Education I thank you for your participation, your contributions and for your inspiration.   
 

 
Maureen Johns Simpson 
Executive Director, First Nations and Métis Education Branch 
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